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KOSOVO: MINORITIES IN DANGER

As the newly elected municipal councils in Kosovo take up their functions on 1st January 2001 and find themselves entrusted, in particular, with the management of primary health care, Médecins du Monde is worried about the risks facing the minorities.

In a year and a half the international community operating in Kosovo has seen its priorities change considerably.  After the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) bombings, attention and concern were focused on the Albanian refugees
.  How could they be helped to resettle?  How were they going to spend the winter? How could a health system be devised for and by the Kosovars when discrimination against the Albanians – in politics as in employment and access to health care – had been rampant since the 1980s? Today, now that it has been possible to hold elections, most of the infrastructures are in place and their financial and human management is being organised. The Kosovar health system is being re-built. After almost 18 months of UNMIK
 administration, most of the Albanian population has access to primary and secondary health care, which is not the case for the Serbian and Gypsy populations
.  Excluded from public life, rejected by the official health care system, persecuted, terrorised, these communities usually live in enclaves. In the three municipalities in the North, where the majority is Serbian, things are exactly the opposite. The rare Albanian communities still living there are persecuted and deprived of access to health care.

So, despite an apparently marked improvement in the situation over these past few months, (a democratic transition under way in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the holding of local elections without great violence in Kosovo and the victory of the “moderates” in both areas), major problems still remain unsolved and they may well destabilise Kosovo in the long run.  The minorities are in danger. The Serbian and Gypsy displaced persons who fled to Serbia during the war are still living in poverty-stricken conditions, without any real hope of a return to Kosovo.  The repatriation of the Kosovar refugees from the western countries is taking place at a pace which is far too rapid for the reception capacities of such a poor and unstable province. The legacy of the war, particularly the fate of the Albanian Kosovar prisoners who are still rotting in Serbian prisons, is still very present in people’s minds and this further aggravates inter-community tensions.  A new wave of violence – inter-Albanian political violence but also anti-minority violence –broke out after the Kosovar elections. 

Médecins du Monde-International has been operating in Kosovo since 1992, first through its American delegation (co-operating with its Greek delegation) then, from 1998, though its Belgian, Canadian, French, Greek, Spanish and Swedish delegations. The Médecins du Monde area of operations covers a vast part of Kosovar territory. The association’s priorities in Kosovo have been constantly dictated by a desire to work with the various components of Kosovar society. Mainly focussing on the fate of the Albanian-speaking populations subject to the policy of segregation and terror imposed by the Milosovic régime up to the summer of 1999, the Médecins du Monde programmes since then have been largely extended to the Serbian and Gypsy minorities in Kosovo, whilst continuing to serve the Albanian populations.
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I- An increasingly pronounced process of ethnic homogenisation.

A- The enclaves : a situation of permanent insecurity

The rights of the minorities are flouted every day, to a greater or lesser degree depending on the areas and the periods. The Gypsies, the Bosnians, the Turks and the Croatians are despised, harassed, rejected almost everywhere. For the Serbs in the Albanian sector (the centre and the south of the province) or the Albanians in the Serbian sector (the north of Kosovo), each day brings its share of acts of violence – murders, kidnapping, grenade attacks, death threats, armed robberies … which the KFOR and UNMIK police more often than not prove powerless to check, often because they haven’t the means to do so.   A frequent absence of security for persons and possessions, no freedom of movement outside the enclave unless by means of a very infrequent High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR) bus – for the luckiest - and the convoys escorted by the Kosovo Force (the KFOR, i.e. the NATO forces stationed in Kosovo), access to education reduced for most people to a primary school in private houses. 

- The Serbs


The simple fact of remaining in one’s hometown can become a daily act of courage. An example of this can be seen in the Serbian community in the town of Pristina.  A real symbol. A community of forty thousand persons before the war, the Serbian community now finds itself reduced to fewer than six hundred persons, persecuted, blockaded, terrorised. Most of them live together in a building in the centre of Pristina, permanently guarded by the KFOR. The inhabitants do not go out, save with a military escort. This is still too much life and freedom in the opinion of the extremists around them: on 23 October, 2000, a rocket attack on the building made the Serbs understand that, even under this sort of living conditions, they no longer had their place in the capital of Kosovo.  Furthermore, in mid-November, an attack on a Yugoslavian representative to UNMIK showed that, in the eyes of the extremists, the Serbian community as a whole no longer had any place in Kosovo.

A Serbian male, living in the YU building (Serbian enclave in Pristina)

“I was there when the Serbian building was attacked (23rd of last October). No-one has left since then but fear is greater now. Fear, it’s still prevalent. It’s like the problem with the bomb near the hospital (author’s note: the attack on the FRY representative in Kosovo on 23rd of last October). It’s everything, everything that happens, it doesn’t make us feel safe. The KFOR entered Kosovo a year and a half ago, and things like that still happen – the bomb down there, the attack here -, so naturally, we are much more scared. “
Dr Dimic Sretu, a Serb, assistant-director of the Preluje ambulanta (health clinic)

“ The population lives in constant fear. By the time the politicians settle the problem, all that the Serbian population will be able to do is either to go to Serbia, or to die here. There was a humanitarian disaster and the international organisations have done all they could to settle the situation. Now, the Serbs are in an even worse situation. We live in enclaves. It’s a real ghetto situation. These past 15 / 20 days, three pregnant women almost died because no one wanted to transport them to Mitrovica. If anyone dies because of the transport problem, the Serbs are going to say that they have to leave the village and will go to Mitrovica. A lot of people have already left. If that was the aim, well it has been achieved. “


The ferocity is directed against symbols and also, daily, against the forgotten and the most vulnerable.  In Slatina, a small enclave of 16 old Serbs, the main source of income disappeared in April with the theft of a breeding bull.  On 6th November, the water main was damaged, obliging them thereafter to go and get their water on foot under KFOR escort.  The hay disappeared on 13th November due to arson.  In mid-November, the KFOR decision to no longer escort them when they go for water forced them to choose between being stoned by the Albanian children in the neighbourhood when they go to the well or leaving.  They are busy organising their departure. 

- The Gypsies

As for the Gypsy population, it is rejected by both Serbs and Albanians.

Avni Krasniqi, an Ashkali
 male, Gypsy camp in Piemetine

“ There are invalids here who cannot go and see a doctor.  They are afraid to go and see a doctor outside the camp.  The worst problem is getting to the surgery. When we go past the folks insult us and often throw stones at us.  And then again, it’s difficult to find a car.

That happened to me a week ago with my nephew. I was on the way to Krushevec, (author’s note: a nearby village close to Obilic). It was foggy, you couldn’t see the road very well. I got out of the car and I showed the chauffeur where to go. There were some houses, they heard my voice and they began to throw stones at me “. 

An Ashkali male from the Gypsy camp in Piemetine

“ We get on well with neither the Albanians nor the Serbs. Since the voting in the Albanian elections, we’ve had problems in Preluje and in Piemetine (author’s note: two Serbian “ambulantas”). Previously we didn’t have any difficulty… in going to see a doctor, in getting out of here…

Since the end of the war, I have seen no improvement in relations with the Albanians. When you think that just going out into the street is risky … Just over a week ago, there was an (Ashkali) child 13 years old who was burned to death. The lad went into town to work as a porter in the market.  Some unknown people kidnapped him.  They put him in the middle of a pile of old car tyres, they set it alight and the child burned in the middle of it.  We heard about it from someone in the camp who belonged to the child’s family.  We saw the film.  Not on the telly, a private thing, they went and filmed the heap of cinders…”
A Rom male from Leposavic (Serbian zone in the north)

“ Before the end of 1999, there were 3000 persons in the camp. Most of them have gone to Montenegro, some to Serbia, and a few went back to their houses in Fushë-Kosovo. Today there are 206 of us. 

They left for economic reasons, because they couldn’t go back to their houses in the other part of Kosovo. And then, those who had some money, they tried to go to Europe. Most of them were afraid. I didn’t want to leave the house in Mitrovica (author’s note: south). Until the Albanians came and told us to leave the house and take nothing from it. On 17th June.  Some of us were beaten up, others raped. The one who was raped, she was here afterwards, she committed suicide. It wasn’t people from Mitrovica, we didn’t know them.  They accused us of having killed and raped with the Serbs. “
- The Albanians in the North

Nor are the Albanians spared who are brave enough to remain in the North of Mitrovica, in the Serbian part of the town. Lying low in their apartments, dependent on humanitarian aid, harassed every day by threats and incessant anonymous phone calls, they hold out as long as they can, live on tranquillisers, and end up by leaving.  The exodus continues and the definitive splitting of the town between the north of the Ibar for the Serbs and the south for the Albanians is slowly but surely becoming a reality.

Shahin Zuka, village chief of Cabra (an Albanian village in the municipality of Zubin Potock)

“If there is a tense situation in one part of Kosovo, it has consequences for us here.  For example, previously we didn’t have a school here so we sent the children to the school in Koshtovë (author’s note: the nearest Albanian village). The Serbs threw stones at the school bus. That happened several times, and afterwards we stopped sending the pupils down there and now we teach school in a tent here. 

There are lots of people who have had problems.  Last March/April, my brother in law, coming here to get his wife, was stopped by a group of Serbs who broke his windscreen.  He was lucky enough to run away and they didn’t kill him. “
So it is that increasingly the small enclaves tend to disappear.  The Serbs leave the mixed villages and districts to go to Serbia, the north of Kosovo – the Zubin Potock, Zvecan, et Leposavic regions are almost exclusively Serbian – or the big enclaves such as Gracanica.  Similarly, the Albanians are increasingly leaving the north of the province. It is the same with the Gypsy populations who are fleeing to Serbia and Montenegro.

Gradually, Kosovo is becoming organised into a juxtaposition of ethnically homogeneous zones. Day after day, two ethnic entities, two parallel societies are being created, brought together in a single province. Each community has its territory, its towns, its markets, its schools, its hospitals. If a member of one community dares to cross the demarcation line, his chances of being insulted, beaten, or even killed are considerable. 

B- The impossible return of refugees and displaced persons to their home village

UNMIK wants the members of minorities to return to the villages they came from. Wishes seem to coincide, whether they are from those who are displaced inside Kosovo or refugees abroad, many Kosovars want just one thing, to return to where they used to live before the war.  Moreover, the western governments are trying ever more vigorously to encourage the Kosovars to leave their territory. 

However, even the HCR is doing its best to slow down the return of refugees or displaced persons to a place where their ethnic group is not in a majority.  Their safety is not assured, living conditions are deplorable.  For the moment, then, this return is taking place on a very small scale.  So the Western governments’ encouragement of repatriation is far too vigorous and too rapid.  It does not take the special case of the minorities into account.  If return is already difficult enough for the Albanians because of the low economic activity in the province and the number of dwellings destroyed, it is much more so for members of the minorities. 

On 9th November 2000, the murder of four Ashkalis trying to resettle in their pre-war village revealed the scale of the task which still has to be accomplished. These four men (three fathers and a sixteen year-old adolescent) had negotiated for months with the village inhabitants to make sure that their return would be accepted by all. It was: the villagers asserted that they would happily welcome them, the HCR, the OSCE and the KFOR were confident and foresaw that when the houses were rebuilt the three whole families could rejoin these pioneers. Two days after their return to the village, the four men were assassinated. The bodies were found riddled with bullets, laid out in front of the tents supplied by HCR. In Drenica, the stronghold of the former UCK, even the Gypsies considered close to the Albanians by their language and culture, even the families whose children had participated in the underground war against the Serbs, are no longer accepted. In the Serbian zone, security problems are just as serious.

Rom male from Leposavic (Serbian zone, in the North)

In the beginning we had problems, we couldn’t go out. For example, myself, they (some Serbs) attacked me with a knife.  They called us Albanians.  They threatened us – “Go back where you came from” -, we had a few quarrels.  Now, they don’t bother us so much, and then there is the KFOR and the ’UNMIK police who protect us.

… But they still call us Albanians.  For the moment we are more or less in peace. But when they’re drunk, they begin to insult us, to throw stones at us. 

Yesterday, my brother had a car accident.  He was attacked by people down there.  They wanted to beat him up, but some other people intervened. Above all there problems because of the children whose schooling had been in Albanian and who can’t speak Serbian.

Here the folk don’t like us very much.  It’s as if they were allergic to the language. There’ll always be insults, stones. 

Since this is how it is with the Ashkalis, it is easy to foresee that the return of the Kosovar Serbs displaced in Serbia
 or who are refugees abroad would further complicate the already difficult ethnic coexistence in the province.  A mass return could well cause a violent reaction from the Albanians and further reduce the share of resources (limited as it is) which is available for the Serbs already present in Kosovo. 

So, the action of UNMIK, responsible for the province’s administration, and that of the KFOR clash with the strength of inter-community hatred. Despite their frenzied voluntarism, integration is still a utopia today. 

II- The minorities’ problems of access to health care 

Access to health care is a priority on two accounts.  Generally speaking, there is no decent existence without access to health care. In the Kosovar context, the lack of access to health care encourages the creation and the perpetuation of enclaves. The members of the minorities encounter the greatest difficulties when they have to go and see a doctor, a specialist, or be admitted to hospital. The point is that there is practically no hospital with a mixed – Albanian and Serb - staff.   Everything works to make hospitals run by one community unwelcoming for the members of the other communities: the notices are written in one language or the other, never translated, posters of nationalist leaders decorate the walls, and so on.

· The Serbs


The Serbs in the Albanian sector have access only to the hospitals run by the Serbs. The biggest enclaves have an ambulanta (i.e. a clinic) – often more or less destroyed, more or less equipped, often with a nursing staff but not always with a doctor. For secondary health care, the Serb community is particularly badly served. Only the hospital in North Mitrovica, the nursing home in Gracanica, the Médecins du Monde-Greece hospital and, to a lesser degree the Kosovo Polje nursing home, can, for the moment, admit them. But getting there involves going through a number of Albanian villages with the risks that that entails. So there are many patients who remain holed-up in their village awaiting the hypothetical arrival of an expatriate doctor and, when the situation becomes too serious, they find an escort and go to Serbia for treatment. 

Serb woman, living in YU building (Serbian enclave in Pristina)

“ Now-a-days, when something serious happens we contact the KFOR to go to Gracanica. Occasionally, we have had problems because the bus didn’t come to take the patients. In these cases we don’t go … There was a patient who had an ulcer and who was transferred to Mitrovica (Serbian zone). I myself have never been in an Albanian hospital.  I have never heard of anyone who has tried to go to one. I’d never go myself because I’m afraid. And I think that the others would never go either because they are afraid. “ 

Dr Dimic Sretu, a Serb, assistant director of the Preluje ambulanta
“ No Serbian patient has ever tried to go to the Pristina hospital, perhaps in ten years’ time… Because of the safety, you know... All our patients say they want to go to the Mitrovica hospital. I myself had two urgent cases, cases of life or death. The Norwegian Kfor wanted to take them to Pristina. The patients were afraid, they said, “ for us it’s the same thing, to die a natural death or to go to the Pristina hospital”.  

We are quite willing to take our patients to places where they are well treated, we’re in favour of co-operation. But it’s a question of confidence. We have cared for Albanian patients for years and there have never been any problems. During the war, women came here with their children. But they have been stopped by the Albanian leaders. Now, things are different. A patient is a patient, whatever his nationality. The Albanians are the same but a lot of things have happened, so it will take a long time. “

So Médecins du Monde acts mainly to facilitate access to these establishments for the Serbian minorities and to ensure the quality of care which they offer through rehabilitation and equipping the ambulantas, replacement of the doctors, many of whom fled to take refuge in Serbia, the organisation of a secure transport system to the closest hospitals… 

· The Gypsies

The Gypsies are constantly faced with discrimination.  The Gypsy community often finds itself deprived of health care because of financial problems and, above all, because of fear. Fear of going to the ambulanta
 or to the nearest nursing home
 where the other patients receive them with more or less violent hostility and where the doctors refuse to treat them. So the Gypsies are often dependent on the Non Governmental Organisations whose doctors visit them regularly and accompany them to the hospital when more detailed examination proves necessary. 

Ashkali male from the Piemetine gypsy camp 

“ I didn’t want to go to the (Pristina) hospital by myself. I needed someone to go with me. (author’s note: one of the NGO staff working in the camp accompanied him). I was in the hospital, and in the lift there was a person who worked in the hospital – a cleaner, or someone of the sort, not a doctor. He said to me, “ do you come from Lipjan? “ I said,  “ No, I don’t come from Lipjan”.  He said “ No, I know you, you slit people’s throats during the war “. I said, “ No, I promise you, I don’t come from Lipjan “. I didn’t have any problems because I was accompanied by a foreign lady. She didn’t understand because we were talking in Albanian and we left the lift.  But he was threatening… “ 

Avni Krasniqi, Ashkali male, Piemetine gypsy camp 

“ I haven’t been to the hospital recently but my sister-in-law has and she had problems, so I prefer not to go.  She gave birth in the hospital not so long ago and she had problems with the other patients. They insulted her, they threatened her, saying, “ we’re going to kill you, you cut people’s throats, you killed people, you stole… “

The presence of an expatriate usually prevents any display of hostility, but what will happen when the foreign observers leave? Médecins du Monde is trying to re-establish confidence between Albanians and Gypsies, but the process is long, difficult, always called into question. Gradually, by dint of seeing that the Albanian Médecins du Monde doctor treats them as well as the expatriate doctor, the Gypsies stop thinking that the Albanians only give them injections and medicaments to sterilise or kill them. The community is gradually accepting treatment from a Kosovar doctor and, for their part, the doctors at the neighbouring ambulanta are considering – but still with a great deal of reticence  – the idea of taking care of this community. But it just needs one incident, a child falling ill following a vaccination campaign, for example, and mistrust will return and everything will have to be started all over again.

- The Albanians

The situation of the Albanians in the Serbian sector follows exactly the same pattern: a problem of access to health care linked to their non-acceptance in the majority’s hospitals (Serbian hospitals), hence the need to take special measures to allow them access to Albanian doctors.

Sabedin Uka, from Cabra, an Albanian village in the Zubin Potock municipality) 

(He used to work at the Mitrovica market before the strikes and lost a leg in a grenade attack)

“When you need to see a doctor, you yourself have to find a way to get to Mitrovica or to Pristina. There is a general practitioner from an NGO who only comes once a week and he’s no help to me. I really need a dermatologist, so I have to go to the prosthesis services in Pristina. It’s difficult to get there, you have to find a car and there’s also the fear of passing through the Serbian village on the road.  There have already been problems there.  They often throw stones at us. 

Obviously, I would really like to go to the Mitrovica hospital because it’s nearer.  But I would rather die than go there at present.  I don’t know anyone who has already been there.  It’s not that I hate the Serbs, but I had a bad experience with Serbian doctors during the strikes when I was in Pristina hospital.

On 13th March 1998, the day of the attack on the market, when I lost my leg, I came to in the Pristina hospital.  At that time there was no Albanian doctor in the hospital so we were in the hands of the Serbian doctors.  But unfortunately they were pitiless.  There were times when they hit the patients, they came armed, even the doctors. I’m afraid that the same thing will happen at the North Mitrovica hospital. “
Shahin Zuka, village chief of Cabra (an Albanian village in the Zubin Potock municipality) 

“ Our village is an enclave. We are the only Albanian village in the Zubin Potock municipality. For health care, the situation is miserable because the people have lost all their documents and then, when they go and see a doctor they have to pay a contribution.

Previously, we were insured – anyone could get free treatment, pensioners also.  Now you have to pay.  But since we belong to the Zubin Potock municipality and we’re Albanian, the folk down there don’t feel like doing anything for this village.

As a result, everybody gets by as he can.  The problem is above all for the pregnant women, because there is no maternity ward in Mitrovica, because the hospital is in the North of Mitrovica, on the Serbian side. That means that we have to take our patients to Pristina, and that’s a long way for us.  Our cars are not reliable enough, and it’s risky. We take the less serious cases to the Mitrovica nursing home.  In the Serbian hospitals, there is no safety. No-one can go there.  And as for the North Mitrovica hospital, no-one has ever gone there from this village. We haven’t tried to do so because we know full well that even the folk from South Mitrovica don’t try to go there. There are no Albanians working in the Mitrovica hospital. 

In our village we have doctors and nurses.  We wanted them to work in the “ambulanta” and be paid by Zubin Potock and not the NGOs. That shouldn’t really pose a problem because they used to work here previously. “

III- The difficulties of the legal system

Whether you speak to Serbs, Gypsies or Albanian Kosovars, they all agree on at least one subject; the need to punish those guilty of war crimes as quickly as possible. The victims want to see their torturers punished. The Serbs and the Gypsies have, moreover, a particular interest in this process.  The indictment of those suspected of war crimes will help them prove to the Albanians that not all Serbs nor all Gypsies participated in the horrors of the war, that some of them remained neutral or even helped them.  A genuine reconciliation, without mistrust or ulterior motive, would then, at last, become possible. It will take time to reconstruct a legal system worthy of the name.  For the moment, the post-war Kosovar legal system is still in its infancy.  A special tribunal set up to judge war crimes has been able to hand down verdicts on only a small number of cases. So frustration is swelling, and with it, the prejudices and hatred of the Albanians toward the “communities of torturers”.

Ashkali male, from the Piemetine gypsy camp 

“ The problem is that during the war some of us were on the Serbian side.  But the Albanians are incapable of distinguishing between those who committed crimes and those who didn’t.  Those who committed crimes have to be found… “

Apart from the fact that it is essential in laying the bases for reconciliation, the need for an independent and impartial legal system is also particularly important to ensure the security of the minorities in Kosovo. If those guilty of violence against the minorities are neither prosecuted nor punished, there is no doubt that crime will not drop. A recent OSCE report on the Kosovar legal system revealed serious malfunctioning. Despite the efforts of UNMIK, violations of the right to safety and the guarantee of a fair trial are legion – on arrest, on remand, during the trials themselves. The system is particular unjust with the minorities. Inter alia, the OSCE has noted the absence of any real desire to punish criminal acts committed by Albanians on Serbs and a notorious unwillingness to allow a plaintiff to defend his viewpoint – problem of translation during trials, etc…

      
If the minorities are not adequately defended when they act as plaintiffs, the OSCE report shows that they are far from being better off when they are the accused. Gypsies and Serbs prefer to have a lawyer from their own ethnic group, but for reasons linked to insecurity and discrimination, these are extremely rare.  As a general rule, the OSCE stresses that the Serbs and Gypsies are victims of such violations of the rights of the defence that the trial is extremely biased.  Unlike procedures for Albanian clients, the lawyer’s access to his Serbian or Gypsy clients is strictly regulated and limited. Documents and testimonies are not always translated. The judges (almost all of whom are Albanian) are rarely impartial. The Serbs are sometimes prosecuted for crimes without any real basis. 

The legal system in Kosovo is not yet capable of assuring its role and hence of contributing to reconciliation.

IV- The limits of international aid

A- UNMIK policy: between “wait-and-see” and uncontrolled integration 

UNMIK, and its health department in particular, among other things has to act as co-ordinator for the various actors in the health sector.  For the minorities question, as for everything else, the co-health ministers theoretically have the final decision-making power. UNMIK recognises that it should and says that it wants to play this role. In practice, and in particular as soon as the subject touches the minorities, things are unfortunately quite different. In theory, UNMIK refuses to set up a “parallel health system”, that is, a network of health establishments reserved to the minorities. Advocating multi-ethnism, it holds that all the ethnic communities in Kosovo should use the same ambulantas, the same health establishments, the same hospitals. But this position is difficult to apply in practice. UNMIK supports, and hence recognises on an ad hoc basis, the decentralised initiatives which make it possible to afford the members of the minority communities a minimum of access to health care. 

Serbian male, living in the YU building (Serbian enclave in Pristina)

“ We spoke with the specialist doctors in Gracanica, to see how we could consult them in cases of serious illness.  They said that they would come three times a week to see the people here, but so far they have never come.  And how can we go there?  As for the KFOR, they don’t want to transport people to Gracanica, and, as far as the bus from Babin Most and Preluje was concerned, several times there hasn’t been enough place inside to go to Gracanica.

I’ve never tried to go to the hospitals in Pristina. But I do know several people who went to Mitrovica – for teeth or stomach problems, or to give birth… We hope that one day it’ll be possible, but it isn’t at present. We have no trust in the doctors. It’s politics which is like that, we don’t trust it. I think everybody’s like that.  I’m sure that there are doctors who respect the Hippocratic oath, but they would be afraid of their colleagues. We wouldn’t want to go and see them because we would create problems for them... “

Shahin Zuka, an Albanian, Cabra village chief

“We are hoping for a marvellous future, for all Kosovars, and we are hoping, but it doesn’t depend on us, it depends on the international factor.  The international instances like UNMIK do do something, but it all goes very slowly. We had thought that the problems would be settled more quickly.  For example, the status of Mitrovica, it isn’t settled and the war was over almost two years ago.”
From January 2001, UNMIK is going to delegate budgetary and administrative responsibility for primary health care to the newly elected municipal councils. A democratic idea, but a dangerous idea for the minority populations. The municipal councils are nearly always completely ignorant about management or public health, and, above all, they are totally dominated by the Albanians in the centre and the south of the province and by the Serbs in the three municipalities in the North.  Now when the minister presented the new law on the decentralisation of the management of the health system to the main actors in the health sector, he himself recognised that the fact that the ambulantas and the nursing homes would pass legally under the control of a municipal council of a different ethnic group was indeed a “problem”, that he did not know how to deal with it and that he counted on the NGOs to take responsibility for the medical care of the minorities when the new system was in place. Similarly, the distribution of medicaments will henceforth be ensured by the KFK [Kosovo Farmaceutical Kompany], a co-operative with an almost wholly Albanian staff
. Now, the Albanians refuse to assure distribution in the enclaves, mainly because they are afraid. They demand at least a KFOR or UNMIK police escort, which is not always possible due to a lack of means.

Without medicaments, often without a doctor, without a budget, the Serbian communities in the Albanian municipalities and the Albanian communities in the Serbian municipalities may well see their access to health care completely disappear from those areas where they are not an ethnic majority. For their treatment, then, there only remains the solution of periodic trips to their community’s sector, … or a final house move. In this situation, humanitarian assistance seems the only factor which would allow the minorities to remain within the area of a different ethnic group.  Even then, however, the programmes will have to be well designed and avoid further exacerbating inter-community hatred.

UNMIK recently published a plan entailing the deployment of “ local community officers” responsible for settling problems affecting the minorities. On the transfer of responsibilities to the municipal councils, their role will be in particular to make sure that the municipal councils apply the directives of the Ministry of Health.  Guidelines  will be issued, obliging the municipal councils to treat fairly the minority establishments under their responsibility.  The power of the local community officers will be accompanied by budgetary sanctions, should the municipalities not respect the guidelines.

C- The international presence: the pernicious effects of Western good intentions… 


When “humanitarian” aid programmes are ill-conceived, they help increase inter-ethnic tensions.  Some governments finance one-off high-profile projects to show that they support a certain community but the aid is so badly apportioned  (excessively favouring a particular community and without a thought for the other) that it arouses jealousy and hatred. Let us go back to the example of the building which houses almost all the Serbs still living in Pristina. For these 330 in the enclave, the English government is financing the construction of a community centre, a mini-supermarket, the renovation of the building’s surroundings, the purchase of a generator and, soon, a minibus to transport the Serbs to the nearest big enclave (Gracanica)
. The problem is that this building is situated right in the middle of a very poor Albanian working class district largely inhabited by rural families who have taken refuge in Pristina since they lost everything during the war.  Albanian families for whom the British government apparently refused to finance the same sort of “humanitarian” aid. Albanian families, then, who find themselves stacking cardboard boxes to ensure a semblance of warmth for the winter, hoping for a miracle to get the money needed to pay for a consultation with the doctor, looking jealously and with a lack of understanding at the abundance of financial and human resources mobilised for those who, in their eyes, were the cause (be it indirect, or even passive) of their present poverty. The road is short from jealousy to violence.
 With its programme of building housing for the Serbian community in Vushtri, the French government’s action is identical, and is having exactly the same sort of pernicious effect in its area. 

Of course, the construction of a multi-ethnic Kosovo is only possible if the Serbs agree to remain in the Albanian sector.  Of course, living conditions are so trying that material incentives are indispensable to convince them to wait yet a little longer. Yet a little more sensitivity in the allocation of aid is necessary if we want to avoid the pernicious effect (the rise of jealousy and hatred) preventing attainment of the desired aim – to allow the Serbs to return and remain in the Albanian zone. Whilst the volume of financial aid for Kosovo is going to be drastically reduced for the year 2001 and governments assert that they want to reserve their assistance for the most vulnerable, particular attention must be paid to this element.  Apparently, the “minorities” should be the main beneficiaries of foreign humanitarian aid next year.  If the programmes are developed on a schema identical to the one used at present, these minorities run the risk of seeing their security conditions deteriorate as their living conditions improve. 

In these conditions of precarious security, this search for “integration” at any price encourages the minorities to remain in hostile territory, right in the middle of a population most of which hate them, and so condemn them to live in inhuman conditions, deprived of their fundamental rights, living targets at the mercy of the extremists.  Time still has to do its work.

V- The position of Médecins du Monde

A- Statement of fact

More than a year and a half after the NATO strikes and the installation of an international administration in Kosovo, the situation of the minorities is particularly alarming.

The violence and discrimination suffered by the minorities are seriously undermining their fundamental liberties and today they have no other choice than to live in enclaves, or to leave the province.  The right to security of person and possessions, freedom of movement and the right of access to health services without discrimination are insufficiently guaranteed today. 

On 1st January 2001, the newly elected municipal councils will take office and will be responsible, in particular, for the management of primary health care offered to the population. Composed almost exclusively of Albanians in the centre and south of Kosovo and almost exclusively of Serbs in the three municipalities in the north, which have a Serbian majority, they are dominated by representatives of the majority and may well not take into account the very rare representatives of the minorities, when they exist. 

The declared aim of the international community consisting in allowing all the inhabitants of Kosovo to live “in peace and in normal conditions”  (Resolution 1244 of the Security Council) has not yet been achieved.

On the strength of its experience with all the components of Kosovar society, Médecins du Monde feels that it is essential to set up health structures adapted to the minorities’ situation of extreme vulnerability. 

The international community should lucidly face up to the climate of violence prevailing in the province and the increased weakening of a lastingly afflicted society.

B- Recommendations

Médecins du Monde calls on:

· All of the political representatives in Kosovo to condemn any violence of an ethnic nature and to repeat as often as necessary their rejection of violence

· The authorities responsible for the maintenance of order in the province (UNMIK-Police and KFORs) to continue their efforts and to really ensure the security of persons and possessions whilst strengthening available numbers and diversifying their means of action.

· The legal system to energetically prosecute all the aggressions of which the minorities are victims, and to increase the number and develop the role of the international judges and to speed up the recruitment of magistrates from the minorities.

· the authorities responsible for the health services (UNMIK and municipal councils) to take into consideration the situation of serious insecurity affecting the minorities and accordingly to supply specifically adapted services (particularly mobile clinics and safe transport to the nearest health care clinics), in co-ordination with the NGOs working with the minorities.

Whilst the ’UNMIK has recently informed the public of the setting up of structures responsible in particular for settling the problems of the minorities at municipal level (local community officers), Médecins du Monde demands that: 

· the guidelines obliging the municipal councils to treat fairly the minorities under their responsibility, be drafted in consultation with the NGOs and be made public.

· the local community officers should effectively have powers of sanction over the municipal councils should the latter neglect minority-related problems

· in cases of neglect by the municipal councillors, UNMIK should be able to take the place of the municipal councils to ensure that the minorities have access to health care.

Médecins du Monde’s action in Kosovo

· Before the strikes (1994 – March 1999) : in Kosovo

1992: 
the American delegation of Médecins du Monde began operations in Kosovo (in co-operation with Médecins du Monde-Greece)

1998: On the occasion of the Serbian offensive in spring and summer 1998, Médecins du Monde-France intervened in Kosovo. From September 1998 to March 1999, 6 mobile teams operated 7 days of the week in 4 municipalities in Drenica: Glogovc, Malishev, Orahovc, Suva-Rek. A health education programme accompanied the mobile clinics. During this period, 10 expatriates and 50 Albanian doctors, nurses and interpreters assured up to 200 consultations per day. The mobile clinics ensured access to health care for the population of over 60 isolated villages in the mountains.

On  30th October 1998, the day after the lifting of the last NATO ultimatum, Médecins du Monde alerted the media and the international community to the discrepancy between the fine words accompanying this lifting and the reality of access to health care. An enquiry, submitted to the Secretary General of the United Nations during the Rambouillet conference in February 1999 showed that despite the presence of OSCE observers, individual and collective acts of violence still continued.

March 1999: beginning of the NATO strikes on Kosovo.  Médecins du Monde decided to leave the country for security reasons and called for an intervention in Kosovo to ensure close protection of the civilian populations. 

- During the strikes (March to June 1999): with the refugees from Kosovo 

As soon as the first refugees reached the frontiers of Kosovo, the Médecins du Monde teams were present in the field in Macedonia, in Albania, then in Montenegro to ensure the initial medical responsibility for the displaced persons.  200 expatriates succeeded one another in these three countries over the two months duration of this war.

Albania
A medical team was deployed at the Morine frontier post and in Kukes. Médecins du Monde set up two clinics under canvas, one at the frontier post, the other in a transit camp in Kukes with the capacity to treat 3 000 persons. Mobile clinics allowed access to health care for the refugees dispersed around Kukes. In Durres, finally, on the Adriatic coast, Médecins du Monde in May set up a psychological support programme in a refugee camp.

Macedonia
Up to 10th April, Médecins du Monde was the sole medical NGO authorised to operate in the Blace no man's land where the association installed a clinic under canvas. Macedonia saw its territory covered with vast refugee camps: Brazda, Stenkovec, Cenokos, Cegrane… Médecins du Monde directed its activities in two directions: mobile clinics to provide initial medical assistance, then a mental health programme with Kosovar practitioners in the Brazda then Cegrane camps.

Montenegro
Médecins du Monde rapidly came to the assistance of the health establishments on the south coast, in Ulcinj, where several thousand persons took refuge. A mental health programme also saw the light of day there. The same arrangements could be found at Rozaje on the frontier with Kosovo.

- Since June 1999: return to Kosovo 

13th June 1999: Médecins du Monde returned to Kosovo via Macedonia with a 12 person team, provisions, medical material and drugs. The team resettled in the house that it had left in Pristina.

Today the Médecins du Monde team totals 120 persons (including some ten expatriates) and is working on 5 programmes for the Albanian, Serbian and Gypsy communities.

· Primary health care – mobile clinics 

Medical teams make daily visits to the health centres or « ambulantas » for the Albanian, Serbian and Gypsy populations. 

· Mother and child protection 

A health education programme for mothers and children accompanies the mobile clinics. Médecins du Monde operates in the Glogovc maternity hospital where, after having provided the medical and medical equipment, MDM offers training by working side by side with the midwives.

· Mental Health

Teams of psychiatrists and psychologists offer consultations in the Glogovc and Obilid nursing homes.  At the same time, MDM works with teachers and health staff to make them more aware of psychotraumatic troubles.

· Rehabilitation

MDM is rehabilitating 22 ambulantas spread over the various municipalities in its sector. 

· Pristina hospital

MDM is involved in the anaesthesia-resuscitation service in Pristina Hospital, through the donation of material and the training of anaesthetist doctors and nurses.

Various delegations of Médecins du Monde: Médicos del Mundo - España, Doctors of the World – United States, Läkare i Varlden –Sweden, Médecins du Monde - Canada et Giatritou Kosmou –Greece are also present in Kosovo today.

Chronology of the main acts of violence against the minorities in Kosovo

(June 1999 – December 2000)

This chronology relates the main acts of violence (murders, major attacks) perpetrated against the minorities from June 1999 to December 2000. The KFOR troops entered Kosovo on 12th June. Up to 21st June, violence was continuous but difficult to recount. It is possible to establish an indicative chronology from 21st June 1999. This chronology relates only a very small number of violent acts against the minorities from June 1999 to December 2000.

· 21 June 1999: murder of two Serbs fleeing to Serbia – they were killed on the Gjilan / Gnjlan road at the frontier whilst trying to change a punctured tyre.

· 21 June 1999 : murder of two Serbs, a father and his son, at Ferizaj/Urosevac

· 22 June 1999: murder of two Serbs in their house at Prizren / Urosevac.

· 24 June 1999: three Serbs (a teacher, a receptionist and a restaurant owner) found dead in the Economics Faculty building in Prishtina / Pristina. 

· 24 June 1999: a Serb killed at Prishtina / Pristina by a former UCK soldier.

· 26 June 1999: ten Serbs found burned to death, in Vitomirica (Pejë/Pec) village.

· 29 June1999: four Serbs killed and 19 disappeared in 24 hours in the neighbourhood of Rahovec/Orahovac.

· 3 July 1999: murder of the Serbian manager of the Obiliq/Obilic power station.

· 15 July 1999: explosion of a grenade in the Vitia / Vitina market in front of a Serbian shop.  Toll: 30 wounded.

· 23 July 1999: murder of 14 Serbs working in their fields near to Lipjan / Lipljan.

· End July 1999: murder of 4 Serbs from the village of Zitinje (Vitia / Vitina).

· 27 July 1999: murder of two Serbs in Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

· 7 and 16 August 1999: two consecutive grenade attacks on a Serbian café in Obiliq / Obilic. Toll: seven wounded. Two grenades thrown onto Serbian houses in Crkvena Vodica/Palaj. Toll: two wounded.

· 19 August 1999: two KFOR soldiers wounded during a grenade attack on the Orthodox Church in Gjakova/Djakovica.

· 2 September 1999: explosion of a bomb in the market in Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje. Toll: 2 dead and 47 wounded (Serbs).

· 2 October 1999: Murder of a Bosnian in the Pejë/Pec municipality. Another Bosnian is found dead four days later. 

· 5 October 1999: Near to Mitrovicë / Mitrovica, a ceremony to re-bury Albanians exhumed from communal graves is marked by an altercation between the participants and Serb passers-by. Toll: one Serb killed, two Serbs seriously wounded, four KFOR Russian soldiers and 13 French gendarmes wounded.

· Mid-October 1999: A 73 year old Serbian woman is hacked to death in the Mitrovicë / Mitrovica region.  Murder of a Serb working in the fields in Banjska Vushtrri/ Vucitrn.

· 19 October 1999: grenade attack on the village of Mogila (Vitia / Vitina).

· 24 October 1999: 50 wounded in Mitrovica during a demonstration by Albanian students.

· End October 1999: kidnapping of 12 Serbs working to the south of Mitrovica.

· 28 November 1999: lynching of an old Serb man by an Albanian crowd celebrating Flag Day in Prishtina / Pristina. His wife and mother-in-law attacked.

· 1 December 1999: murder of a Serb travelling by car without an escort near to Berbecane. The three others accompanying him survive the attack. 

· 7 Novembee1999: murder of a 67 year old Serb in Pasjane (Gjilan/ Gnjilane).

· 3 December 1999: a bomb in the house of the former (Serb) mayor of Cernice (Gjilan/Gnjilane) kills his wife.

· 4 December 1999: murder of a Serbian woman in the village of Zasok (Ferizaj / Urosevac). Her body remains for a long time in the morgue for lack of someone to accept responsibility for her burial. 

· 3 December 1999 : murder of two Serbs whilst they are cutting firewood in Hoca e Madhe /Velika Hoca (Rahovec/Orahovac)

· 12 December 1999 : murder of a Serb cutting firewood between the villages of Ugljare and Pasjane (Fushë K/ K. Polje)

· 17 December 1999: grenade attack and shooting in a Serbian café in Rahovec/Orahovac. Toll: one dead and seven seriously wounded.

· 20 December 1999: murder in Vitia / Vitina of an Albanian who, before the war, worked as a judge in the Serbian legal system. 

· 27 December 1999: grenade attack on a Serbian café. Toll: 9 Serbs wounded, 3 of them seriously.

· 29 December 1999: murder of two Roms near to Gllogoc / Glocovac.

· December 2000: A Rom kills his aggressor in Pejë/Pec – the trial rules that it was a case of legitimate defence. In reprisal, his house is burnt down and his family threatened – it will be evacuated in the course of the month. 

· 9 January 2000: murder of a Serb in Gjilan/Gnjilane.

· 12 January 2000: murder of four Bosnians in Prizren.

· 15 January 2000: murder of two Roms near to Gjakova / Djakovica. 

· 2 February 2000: grenade attack on the UNHCR bus transporting Serbs in the Mitrovicë / Mitrovica region. Toll: two dead and three wounded. It would be weeks before the bus re-starts transporting the minorities in this area.

· 3 February 2000: beginning of mass attacks by Serbs on the Albanians to the north of Mitrovica. Toll: 8 dead and a mass transfer of Albanians to the south of the town.

· 4 February 2000: grenade attack on a Serbian restaurant to the north of Mitrovica. Toll: 15 Serbs wounded.

· 4 February 2000: murder of a 62 year old Serb in Gjilan / Gjnilane. 

· 10 February 2000: murder of a Goran (Gypsy) in the municipality of Gora.

· 16 February 2000: murder of a Serbian doctor in Gjilan/Gnjilane.

· 25 February 2000: two Rom children attacked by two young Albanians.  One of the Roms is beaten and thrown into the Klina river – he will be saved. During their trial, the young Albanians motivated their act by explaining that the child was not from Klina and that he was a Rom.

· 11 March 2000: murder of a Serb in his field in Bernica (municipality of Prishtina / Pristina).

· 3 April 2000: corpse of a Serb found in the Germia Valley in Prishtina / Pristina.

· 8 April 2000: murder of an Egyptian (Gypsy) woman and two adolescents near to Leshan  (Pejë/Pec).

· 15 April 2000: Rom murdered in the Peja/Pec market.

· 22 April 2000: murder of a Serb near to Badovc Lake (Gracanica).

· 29 April 2000: murder of a Serb in Pasjane (Gjilan/Gnjilane).

· 6 May 2000: murder of a Serb near to Klokot village (Gjilan/ Gnjilane).

· 7 May 2000: machine gun attack on a Serb family. Toll: three seriously wounded. 

· 9 May 2000: grenade attack on a Serbian grocer’s in Cernica (Gjilan). Toll: six wounded.

· 15 May 2000: a Serb member of UNMIK staff is found dead in a village in the municipality de Prishtina / Pristina. A few days earlier, a Kosovar newspaper had published his name and address, the details of his work schedule and his photo together with an article accusing him of paramilitary activities during the war.

· 19 May 2000: a Serb killed in Gojbule (Vushtrri/ Vucitrn).

· 26 May 2000: grenade attack at Fushë Kosovo / Kosovo Polje. Toll: 5 Serbs wounded.

· 28 May 2000: drive-by shooting in Cernice Gjilan/Gnilane, 100 metres from KFOR. Troops.  Toll: three Serbs killed (including a 4 year old child and two others wounded.

· 30 May 2000: a Serb killed at Babin Most during a drive-by shooting. 

· 2 June 2000: a mine explodes on the path allowing the Serbs to go from Fushë Kosovo / Kosovo Polje to Gracanica – a path which had just been opened and controlled by the KFOR. Toll: two dead and three wounded, including a child.

· 2 June 2000: a woman killed and two men wounded in a drive-by shooting at Klokot.

· 6 June 2000: grenade attack on the “Serbs’ building in Pristina”  (the YU building). 

· 6 June 2000: grenade attack on the community arts centre in Gracanica. Toll: five Serbs wounded.

· 6 June 2000: grenade thrown against a building housing Albanians in north Mitrovica.

· 15 June 2000: explosion of a mine on a road taken solely by Serbs in Lapine. Toll: two dead.

· 21 June 2000: two Serbs wounded in Pristina.

· 23 June 2000: murder of a Serbian farmer in Shtrpce/Strpce.

· 27 June 2000: murder of a young Bosnian in Gjilan/Gnjilane.

· 27 June 2000: grenade attack on a Rom camp in Mitrovica. Toll: four wounded, including a young child. 

· 13 July 2000: Three orthodox priests shot at.
· 15 July 2000: rocket launcher attack on one of the “three towers” – buildings housing Albanians in north Mitrovica.

· 2 August 2000: murder of two Ashkalis by a booby trap near to Lipjan / Lipljan.

· 18 August 2000: grenade attack on a basket ball court used by Serb children in Obiliq / Obilic. Toll: nine wounded.

· 25 August 2000: murder of a Rom in Landovica (Prizren).

· 27 August 2000: An Albanian chauffeur drives into a group of Serbian children with his car in the village of Skulanovo (Lipjan). Toll: one dead and three wounded. 

· 30 August 2000: murder of two Roms near to Rahovec/Orahovac.

· 17 September 2000: murder of a Serbian woman in Kamenica.

· 18 September 2000: grenade attack on a Serb in Gjilan/Gnjilane.

· 18 September: incident in Shtrpce / Strpce. Toll: one Rom dead and three wounded.

· 19 October 2000: murder of a Serb in Mirace, near to Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

· 20 October 2000: murder of a Serb in Kamenica.

· 23 October 2000: anti-tank rocket fire on the Serbs building in Pristina (YU building).

· 2 November 2000: murder of a Serb in the Vitia/ Vitina market. This murder is part of a campaign of intimidation of the Serbs in the town – grenades, threats, etc.…

· 9 November 2000: murder of four Ashkalis attempting to re-settle in their home village (Dochevc, near to Skenderaj/Serbica). 

· 11 November 2000: a thirteen-year-old Rom child found dead, burned alive at Ferizaj/Urosevac.

· 22 November 2000: explosion of a bomb in the residence of S. Vukecevic the Yugoslav representative responsible for relations with UNMIK. Toll: one dead and three wounded. The Yugoslav representative is unharmed.

· 28 November: a Serb beaten up by two Albanians trying to force him to sell his house in Obiliq / Obilic.

· 11 December: attack on a Serb café in north Mitrovica.

11 December: a Serb is killed and his cousin seriously wounded by the explosion of a mine near to Suvo Grlo.

· 13 December:  murder of a Serb in Vitia / Vitina

· 17 December: an Albanian declared missing for three days is found dead (murdered) in his house in north Mitrovica.

International actors in Kosovo

· UNMIK : [United Nations Mission in Kosovo] : 

UNO Resolution 1244 granted UNMIK executive, legislative, legal and administrative power. UNMIK has twenty administrative departments split up in three « pillars », each one under the responsibility of a different institution: 

· Civil administration (15 administrative departments, including the health department) under the responsibility of the United Nations Organisation (UNO) ;

· Restoration of the institutions (an administrative department) under the responsibility of  the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe [OSCE] ;

· Economic reconstruction (four administrative departments) under the responsibility of the European Union.

UNMIK is under the direction of the Special Representative of the Secretary General (RSSG) of the UNO. Each administrative department is run jointly by two co-ministers, one international, the other Kosovar. The co-ministers of the health department are Dr Hannu Vuori and Dr Pleurat Sejdiu.

The JIAS [Joint Interim Administrative Structure]


To facilitate the process of transition from an international administration to administration by the local population, UNMIK set up the Joint Interim Administrative Structure (JIAS) in February 2000. Since then, under the arbitration of the RSSG, two structures representing the Kosovar population take part in the administration of the province. 

· The KTC [Kosovo Transitional Council]: A consultative body chaired by the RSSG and composed of representatives of Kosovar society. A sort of parliament without decision-making power. 

· The IAC [Interim Administration Council]: the executive board of the JIAS which advises the RSSG and promulgates decrees. The IAC is composed of three Albanian Kosovars and four members of UNMIK, and accepts as observers a Serbian Kosovar, a representative of Kosovar civil society and a representative of UNMIK. 

KFOR [Kosovo Force]

NATO Contingents supposed to ensure security in Kosovo – including that of the minorities– until UNMIK police can take over the task. The KFOR battalions are spread over five AORs: Areas Of Responsibility: the Pristina AOR is under British command, the Prizren AOR under German command, the Gjillan AOR under American command, and the Mitrovica AOR under French command.

The HCR (High Commissioner for Refugees)


The HCR’s mandate is to co-ordinate international action for the protection of refugees. In Kosovo, at first, the HCR was given the role of co-ordinator of humanitarian aid from the international and non-governmental organisations. The HCR has resumed its usual missions: to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced persons and so to protect and assist the minorities and ensure the respect for human rights.

The main political parties in Kosovo

· LDK : Lidhja Demokratike e Kosovës (Kosovo Democratic League)
Under its president Dr Ibrahim Rugova, the LDK is the most important political party in Kosovo today (58.13 % of the votes in the last municipal elections). This party enjoys considerable legitimacy both in the eyes of the Western powers who consider it the most moderate on the Kosovar political scene, and in the eyes of the Kosovars themselves for whom its charismatic leader symbolises ten years of non-violent resistance to the Belgrade regime. The LDK represents the Albanian community in the IAC.

· PDK : Partia Demokratike e Kosovës (Kosovo Democratic Party)

Presided over by the former Commander-in-chief of the UCK Hashim Thaçi, the PDK came second in the October municipal elections with a total of 26.95% of the votes. It was much less than expected and announced: the popularity of this party was based on the aura of the liberation army after the war, but many criminal scandals and the extreme character of the speeches of its leaders rapidly weakened its attraction. The PDK represents the Albanian community in the IAC.

· AAK : Aleanca për Ardhmërinë e Kosovës (Alliance for the Future of Kosovo)

With a former regional commander of the UCK, Ramush Haradinaj, as its president, the AAK obtained 7.72% of the votes in the municipal elections. Just like the PDK (from which it is distinguished mainly by the personality of its leader), the Alliance benefits from the attachment of the Kosovars to the former liberation army but presents a programme far too radical to attract a large number of electors.

· SNV : Srpsko Nacionalno Vece (Serbian National Council)

The very structure of the SNV reveals the deep split in the Serbian community in Kosovo. The SNV in Gracanica, presided over by Archbishop Artemije, represents the moderates. Rather than a frontal unconditional opposition to UNMIK, Archbishop Artemije agrees to co-operate with the interim administration – participation in the IAC as an observer, constant dialogue with the political representatives of Kosovo. However, the SNV in Mitrovica, presided over by Oliver Ivanovic, represents the most radical and refuses absolutely to co-operate with UNMIK. The two currents, however, did agree on one thing during the October municipal elections: the call for a boycott.

�








� In this report, ”Albanian” will refer to the Kosovars who claim to belong to an Albanian ethnic group, whilst ”Serb” will be used to refer those who claim to belong to a Serbian ethnic group.


� United Nations Mission in Kosovo.


� The term ”Gypsy” is used to refer to the communities that the Kosovars separate into ”Ashkalis” (Albanian-speaking gypsies with a marked Albanian-influenced  culture) ”Roms” (Gypsies with a language and culture very different from Albanian ones, supposed to have collaborated with the Serbs during the war) and the ”Gorans”.


� Most of the testimonies in this report were gathered between 1st and 14th December, 2000.


� An Albanian-speaking gypsy


� Village complètement rasé pendant la guerre. Plus de 20 morts. 


� The number  of Kosovar Serbs still in Serbia, crammed into communal centres unfit for habitation and victims of various forms of discrimination is calculated at around  190 000.


� i.e. the clinic


� i.e. the secondary health establishment


� It has only one half-time Croation doctor and a Serbian chemist.


� It should be noted, as a matter of interest, that the English KFOR is a major actor in the programme and that its action to maintain the Serbian community within the Pristina zone of responsibility has the particularly badly chosen name of ”Trojan Horse” 


� It should be remembered that this building was recently the target of a rocket attack … even if the guilty person(s) has (have) not yet be arrested, there is no doubt that hatred and jealousy were largely responsible.  Would the extremists have attacked this building so furiously if  favouritism toward the Serbian community in Pristina had been less glaring?
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